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Award after the course. 

Many thanks go to Susan 

for organising the course 

this year and also to the 

many coaches who will be 

preparing the students for a 

life on the ocean/river 

wave! 

April saw the end of the 

snow and the start of the 

spring course for the clubs 

new members.  

The fully subscribed Intro 

to Kayaking course is being 

organised by committee 

member Susan Luurtsema 

and will be running for the 

month of April. It is aimed 

at beginners who want to 

learn basic kayaking skills 

and be able to join club 

trips - river or sea. Those 

who wish can also under-

take an assessment for 

their BCU/UKCC One Star 

Spring Course - Intro to Kayaking 

The ICC AGM was held on 

Fri 9th April at Great Glen 

House with around twenty 

club members present.  

The usual president, secre-

tary and treasurer report 

was given stating that the 

club is in good health and 

getting bigger and better by 

the day. 

Malcolm Wield (outgoing 

president) thanked all the 

committee members for 

their hard work throughout 

the year and made special 

mention of those retiring 

from the committee; so big, 

big thanks go to Fiona Rice, 

Margaret Pearson, David 

Vaughan, Rhona Stewart 

and Kym Bridle for all their 

time and commitment over 

the years, without them the 

club would not be where it 

is today. 

Before the election of the 

new committee, Fiona Rice 

made a toast to the outgo-

ing president, Malcolm 

Wield. Malc has been presi-

dent with the club for the 

past 2 years, he has been an 

awesome president, his tact 

and diplomacy being the 

staple of most committee 

meetings. We hope to see 

him out on the water lots 

now that he has all this free 

time! 

With Malc standing down, a 

new president was sought, 

nominations were few and 

far between and for a mo-

ment there was some un-

certainty as to whether the 

post would be filled. Luckily 

Ron Gordon was bribable 

and with some of Fionaõs 

amazing home baking in his 

mouth he was unable to 

protest when he was voted 

in and seconded! So with 

that, Ron, HRH King of the 

Black Isle was elected as 

president.  

Anyone know a Black Isle 

translator who can help us 

out at meetingsé 

For a full line up of the new 

committee see page 2. 

Inverness Canoe Club 

Newsletter 

HRH King of the Black Isle becomes 

Canoe Club President  

Special points of interest: 

¶Craigdon Discount Night - 

Thursday 29th April, 5.30 - 

7.30 

¶We are currently looking for 

volunteer equipment hirers, 

contact the President on 

07855 151868 for more 

information. 

¶Active Outdoor Pursuits in 

Aviemore are currently offer-

ing ICC members 15% dis-

count on all shop & café prod-

ucts. See our website for 

details. 
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Grants & Funding - Susan Luurtsema 

Coaching Development - Matt Speke 

Events & Publicity - Emma Garden 

Youth Development - Jo Cooper 

hired kit as well as collect money for 

hires. This is not an onerous task if we get 

enough volunteers so if you feel you are 

able to help the club by becoming a hirer 

please contact: 

 Ron Gordon on  07855 151868. 

Looking forward to seeing some of our 

new, brilliantly coloured paddling gear in 

use soon! 

Recently the club purchased some new  

paddling gear for the members to use. 

Around £2000 was spent on a variety of 

gear  including some new soft kit like 

buoyancy aids, cags and spraydecks for 

river use and also on some new sea pad-

dles. There are also five new kids paddles 

which should enable some of our younger 

members to get more involved in paddling. 

This new paddling gear, along with our 

existing stock, is available for hire, for 

more information, hire conditions and 

costs please visit the club website.  

http://www.invernesscc.org.uk/equipment-hire.html 

The club currently owns over 60 boats, 

some of which are used in the pool, oth-

ers are available for hire. To enable the 

hire of boats to members we are looking 

for some volunteer hirers who would be 

able to take bookings for and hand out  

Officers Without Portfolio -  

Jo Young, Pete Ralph &  

John Huxtable 

As you can see we are looking for some-

one to come and be our Membership 

Secretary, we are a great bunch who are 

hoping to take the club to new heights this 

year so if you think you have what it takes 

then get in touch with Ron Gordon who 

will try his very best to talk you into it! All 

the committee members contact details 

are on the ICC website. 

President - Ron Gordon 

Vice President - Dave Young 

Secretary - Suzie Beaumont 

Treasurer - Iain Roe 

Membership Secretary - VACANT 

Website Officer - David Baldwin 

Access Officer - Anne Murray 

Equipment & Scout Liaison - Lucas Chapman 

The Highland Series is a club competition 
that is spread over the 3 Highland Mara-
thons held throughout the season. The 

competitions are held in some of Scot-
land's most magnificent scenic areas - Spey 
Side, Ness Side & Royal Dee Side and can 
be entered in any craft. Each competitor 

that finishes a race is allocated points for 
their club. The points are tallied up over 
the 3 races and the club with the most 
points is presented with the Highland 

Series Trophy ð A large silver quaich. The 
defending champions this year are Kirk-

caldy Canoe Club. 

The first in the series, the Spey Marathon, 
was held on 11th April and Inverness Ca-
noe Club entered 3 open boats in the long 

course. The long course is 10 miles long, 
running from Delnapot to Aberlour. With 
great skill and speediness, ICC members 

Lucas Chapman and Brigitte Savignac came 
first in the open boat class with a very 
respectable time of 1hr 16mins, WELL 

DONE GUYS!!!  

They were closely followed by fellow ICC 
members Jo Cooper and Neil Fraser who  
came third with a time of 1hr 18mins. The 

third entrant from ICC was Jonathan Skin-
ner who came 5th in the open canoe class 
with a time of 1hr 32 mins, a very good 

effort for the only solo canoeist entered! 

 ICC would like to congratulate all the 

entrants on their great results!  

This years Ness Marathon will be held on 
25th July and the Dee Marathon on 17th 
October and we hope that you will take 

the opportunity to enter and get ICC 
some of those elusive points, maybe we 

can win the trophy this year!!  

Spey Marathon  
ICC Canoe Entrants  Triumph  

New Paddling Gear 

This Years Committee : Comataidh 
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The all singing, all dancing 

committee for 2010 

ICC member Janet Peck in last years Ness Marathon 

~ Picture courtesy of Dave Stewart 
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Oct -  Halloweõen Hooley 

 Dee Marathon 

Nov -  Photo Competition 

Dec -  Santa Paddle & Christmas 

 Ceilidh 

Jan -  New Years Paddles 

 

If you want to find out more about any of 

these trips/events, please visit the events 

calendar on the ICC website:  

http://www.invernesscc.org.uk/trips-and-events.html 

May 2010 

30th April - 3rd May ~ Western 

Isles Sea Kayaking Trip  

8th & 9th May ~ Local Day Trips 

Sea Kayaking 

22nd May - 23rd May ~ Great 

Glen Canoe/Sea Kayak Trip  

29th & 30th May ~ Local Day 

Trips Sea Kayaking  

 

 

May -  Wednesday evening sea  

 paddles start 

June -  Summer Shindig, 

 Caithness Cruise 

July -  Ness Marathon  

Aug -  Open Day 

 Western Isles Sea Kayaking 

 Trip 

Sept -  Isle of Skye & Small Isles Sea 

 Kayaking trips 

 

Bru is the only drink for you, or share a 

recipe with us. Anything that makes you 

giggle a little or you think will make others 

smile when there is no water in the rivers 

or there are gale force winds at sea is 

worth sharing. So get writing!! 

Email your articles to Emma at  

pinkpaddler@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Yup thatõs right, we have decided to in-

clude a section of complete sillyness called 

Random-Ness (get it? Random and Ness 

as in Inver-ness? Nevermind!) 

This section is where we ask you, the 

reader and club member, to submit an 

article on something completely random, 

it does not even have to be club or pad-

dling related. You could tell us about your 

favourite coffee shop, why you think Irn 

We are still at an early stage and funding 

applications still in the pipeline, however 

we are happy to announce that we have 

already secured funding from the           

Inverness Common Good Fund  

(through The Highland Council)      

green inverness and sponsorship from 

Brandon Landscpaing Ltd . All of these 

organisations' input and support, especially 

at such an early stage, is extremely wel-

come and appreciated. 

Inverness Canoe Club are currently pro-

gressing an exciting project to bring a mini

-slalom and training course to Bught Park, 

Inverness. The course will be home to the 

annual Highland Coaching Panel Slalom 

event, as well as providing excellent train-

ing facilities for both existing paddlers and 

newcomers alike. 

The project was initially set in motion by 

former ICC President and SCA Regional 

Coaching Organiser, Steve MacKinnon, 

however the club has now added its 

weight to proceedings in order to maxi-

mise funding streams and support. 

A Sneaky Peek at this Years Calendar of Events : 
Tachartasan ri teachd  

Random-Ness 

Slalom Course : Cùrsa Slalom ~ Update  

Page 3 http://www.invernesscc.org.uk/ 

Bught Lade as it is today. 
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Photo of the Month... 

òIõve never swam at the gorge sectionó   

 

says Kenny Milne before swimming at the gorge 

section on the Middle Findhorn  

~ 

 Never say never Kenny! 

Quote of the Month...  

Kevin Sargent on the Blackwater 

taken by Emma Garden 

 

Do you have a picture you would like 

featured here? Remember to get the 

photographers and /or paddlers per-

mission and email a copy to Emma at 

pinkpaddler@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

This year the club promises to be bigger  and better than last 

year. We have an awesome committee on board who are looking 

forward to taking the club to new heights.  

However we need some help, the club is after all your club.  

What would you like to see happening? 

Are there any events you can suggest? 

What courses do you want to see being run? 

Are there any trips you want to do? 

Any articles you want to see in the newsletter? 

Please, please, please let us know your thoughts, suggestions and 

ideas so we can make Inverness Canoe Club a great club for its 

members! 

I am also looking for articles to include in the newsletter, these 

could be trip reports, tips and tricks, paddler profiles etc. Email 

me anything you would like to see in the newsletter! 

pinkpaddler@yahoo.co.uk 

Suggestions? : Beachdan? 

This section may not appear in every issue as there 

will not always be any boats or gear for sale but if 

you would like to advertise here then contact 

Emma on pinkpaddler@yahoo.co.uk  and your advert 

will be published in the next newsletter. 

For Sale/Wanted  


