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UK COACHING CERTIFICATE TRAINING
It’s been a confusing time for us all, trying to work out this major change and the brand new system that was introduced on September 1st! The good news is that it has been well received and will form the basis of all training from now on. A quote from the parent British Canoe Union webpage:
 “The new Star Award scheme provides the support and encouragement paddlers need to get out and go paddling. The initial awards are generic, encouraging paddlers to experience the various disciplines of paddlesport available, with paddlers 'specialising' at the Three Star Award”. This is a neat summary and says it all really.

Feedback from coaches is already positive, with them finding the new training syllabus to be richer than ever before. The emphasis on gaining experience and using kayaks and canoes for early awards is being welcomed as a smart way to go.
SCOTTISH CANOE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL EXHIBITION

This is either a really good day/week-end out or torture if you want all that yummy kit but haven’t got the readies together.

Paddle '07 is Scotland's Paddlesport Exhibition and indeed is the only exhibition unique to paddlesports in the UK. The popular annual exhibition is now in it’s 8th successful year, having gone from strength to strength and offers a range of manufacturer’s displays, retail stands, specialist presentations and workshops, paddling films and competitions to the paddler market in the UK and beyond.  The weekend is made complete by the ever popular ceilidh on the Saturday evening. 

This years Paddle ’07 will take place on Saturday 27 October (9-5pm) and Sunday 28 October (10-4pm) in The Bells Sports Centre, Hay Street, Perth. Within the venue there is a restaurant on the first floor as well as a sandwich and coffee bar. 
COMMITTEE NEWS
Quite a busy Committee period this time.

Our President, Cailean MacLeod, has now formally stepped down as the demands of police training, moving house and duty in Wick have taken their inevitable toll of all his free time! Cailean has done a great job as President, albeit for a shorter period than we were all hoping for initially! We wish him well and look forward to hearing from him from time to time and to joining him on the water as often as he can make it.

Vice President, Rhona Stewart has also done a brilliant job standing in for Cailean, notably by steering our Committee meetings that seem to have got busier and busier.

An interim President in the form of Malcolm Wield was voted in at the last Committee meeting. Malcolm is well known to many of us in the club and will carry on to the AGM, when we will have a chance to formalise the President’s post and all other Committee vacancies.
Thanks to Dave More who helped us out as Treasurer over the summer. That role has now been taken on, along with the Child Protection role, by David Vaughan - again until the AGM.

A big thanks too to retiring Committee member Andreas Heinzl, who has been a stalwart of the website for the last couple of years. Andreas has drawn heaps of justly deserved praise for our website, where he has introduced great features like video links.

Fiona Rice is putting together an Awards for All bid for 6 new open boats and a trailer. Fingers crossed for this one, as the boats are desperately needed. We will also be replacing at least 3 of the river kayaks for more up to date designs, a process begun with the successful sale of 3 of the old fleet by Ron Gordon.
On access, Jenny Bryce reports progress at Muirtown Basin where plans have been produced by British Waterways incorporating some of the many features we have been collaborating on with them for years. A new ramp down to the water at the Scout Hut, with a submerged pontoon, should make life a lot easier both for ICC and the Muirtown Scouts.

The last two Committee meeting have been held in Cameron Barracks and we are grateful to Dave Young for facilitating this. The room we use is excellent and the occupants of the Barracks could not have been more accommodating. Great fun going through a security check to get to a Committee meeting too!

At the last meeting the Committee agreed to present the Minutes on the website and this task will be passed to the Web Sub-Group led by Donald MacPherson for action.
The Committee is made up of 15 different posts and 4 are vacant at present, to be filled at the AGM. We hope that as many club members will go along to the AGM next year as possible and we will be putting out publicity well in advance. In the meantime, if you would like to help out on the Committee and might apply at the AGM, think about discussing it with any Committee member. All 15 posts have their own, not too onerous, ‘Job Descriptions’.
The Committee have also agreed to formalise a Term of Committee Membership of 1 year, with members able to opt for re-election if they wish. Committee members will declare if they would like to take a break from Committee duty prior to the AGM so that replacements can be sought for a seamless transfer. They will also seek to rotate jobs by being able to state their preferred job and give acceptable alternatives annually. 

The next Committee meeting will be in November, date to be confirmed and at 7pm as usual. We hope to use the Barracks again.
POOL SESSIONS

Ace coach Jim Gibson is visiting the club to run a coach master class on 26/10 (limited to coaches only), then Lynn Aitcheson is leading Intro to Rolling sessions on 2/11 and 9/11. OPEN POOL SESSIONS WILL BEGIN ON 16/11, at 2100 to 2200hrs. Perhaps all members would like to know that some inebriates are in the habit of frequenting the same local hostelry after these sessions. Everyone is absolutely welcome to come along and join the craic, it will be good to see you there.
WEB REVIEW GROUP
The Review Group is now led by Donald MacPherson following Andreas Heinzl’s departure from the Committee. Andreas is still helping out on the web group and Andy MacGregor has joined.

The Group have already produced a set of tasks at their first meeting and are sanctioned to push on with the implementation of these for the end of October. 
TRAINING COURSES
Thanks to everyone for the high proportion of responses collected by Donald for your training needs. A new Training Sub Group has been formed to arrange the feedback into a training schedule, to be available to all members. Club coaches will do what they can with all the personal time they have available. Trainees with any unmet needs will be advised on alternative places to go for their training. We are lucky, in that we have a good selective of top class centres not too far away that can cover all your training requirements.
Donald and Malcolm Wield have arranged an Intro to Open Boating course starting on 21st October. This will be the first open boating course the club has run for a few years and heralds the beginning of coaching geared to the new UKCC generic Star Awards.
ACCESS

Highland Council Access Officers are conducting consultation over Core Path Planning at the moment and are keen to hear from paddlers.

Remember that rivers can be core paths too, as the right to access applies just as much to water as it does to the land. At present, no rivers are designated to be part of the Core Path Network, but the Officers are interested in all routes and are looking for improvements everywhere, over time.

EVENTS OLD AND NEW
If you missed the Wet West Paddlefest 2007, you missed a real treat. Top class boaters from all over the UK on great water on the Moriston and the Garry during balmy September weather. And you could get a T shirt for a quid on the Sunday afternoon. Does it get any better??? Have a look at www.planetpaddler.com; video and Gallery are excellent and there is a wordy report on the week-end that is good reading too. 

Novice/Improver trips

Club trips will carry on throughout the year (at least one trip each month) so watch the website for joining details. As winter is approaching, your coaches will be expecting you to be wearing adequate thermal clothing before they let you on the trip, so be prepared!
You must have at least a 2 star qualification for these trips and be booked on with the organiser (see website). £5.00 for boat kit hire and possible money to assist with fuel/shuttle costs. Don’t forget to offer – it’s appreciated!
Ness Marathon

Was excellent this year with a much bigger entry than ever before. Organiser Donald almost had a heart attack when the event was almost pulled. This was due to a glitch with transmitting known entries that gave the impression that there wasn’t any, but it was alright on the night. Well done Donald!
Summer Open Day

The summer open day on Loch Achilty was just pure dead brilliant and over 30 people came along. Thanks to Cailean Macleod, Neil Gray, Andy Clark and Rob for demo’s of sea, open and playboats and to all the club members who came along, joined in the fun or who helped organise. A real good day.
Winter Film Shows

As anticipated, we will be going ahead with some filmy things over the winter and will be producing details on the website. These will most likely happen prior to the pool sessions at the Aquadome if the Lower Deck room is available at a reasonable cost.

Christmas 2007
Fear not, even if with mighty dread the season of goodwill is almost upon us. Because new Social Organiser, Abby, is well on the case. Watch out for more details with a Club Christmas Meal planned this year for SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER and to which everyone will be welcome, followed by a Christmas Paddle on Sunday 9th. Abby has already received suggestions for a quiz and our own Oscar Awards. Will Santa be there? Coming from Greenland as he does (the Lapland one is clearly an imposter), he is bound to be an instinctive Greenland kayak paddler and will reach us in a suitable boat. No idea where he will put his reindeer rig though. Maybe that’s sent on ahead by Calmac? 
CO2 Enviro alert – do you need to print this Newsletter? If you do, use double sided printing and a paler font.
